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Trip Report: Ambergis Caye, Belize  

5th - 8th December 2009 (David Southall) 

As part of a project orientation visit for Emma, we spent a long weekend visiting Hol Chan and Bacalar Chico 

Marine Reserves off Ambergris Caye, Belize. Our all too brief visit included one day on the water in the 

company of Hol Chanôs staff exploring the reserve nearest to San Pedro, during which time we enjoyed a 

couple of excellent scuba dives on the Meso-American Reef and several snorkels with the stringrays, sharks 

and turtles that inhabit the extensive seagrass beds. On the second day we toured the mangroves, Mayan site 

at Chac Balam and reef of the more distant Bacalar Chico Marine Reserve with the reserveôs staff. Whilst the 

tripôs focus was on underwater and coastal life, and our time was largely spent in boats, we did manage to 

squeeze in a couple of hours of birding at various sites. Consequently we managed to spot several of the 
Yucatan endemics whose range extends from Mexico down into this part of northern Belize. 

 

Cinnamon Hummingbird [San Pedro] 

 

 
Inquisitive Loggerhead Turtle [Hol Chan Marine Reserve]  
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Extensive seagrass beds protected by the Meso-American Reef at Hol Chan Marine Reserve 

 

 
Vista towards the Meso-American Reef at Bacalar Chico [Mexican mangroves to the left, Belize to the right]  

 

  
Green Turtles [Hol Chan Marine Reserve] 

 

 



  - 3 - 

  
Want a kiss? Cowfish and Loggerhead Turtle [Hol Chan Marine Reserve] 

 

 
Spotted Eagle Ray [Hol Chan Marine Reserve] 

 

  
Southern Stingrays; Nurse Sharks [Hol Chan Marine Reserve] 

 


